
MELINA BATH MP  

The Nationals have never lost sight of the importance of our primary 
producers and the families who call their farm home. Three years ago, 
John Gommans’ ‘Gippy Goat’ farm was raided by 70 animal activists, 
who breached biosecurity, intimidated employees and stole valuable 
livestock. 
On behalf of John and others who experienced the terror of farm  
invasion, I took the issue of farm trespass and animal activism to  
Parliament, demanding better protections for our farmers.  
I pushed for an inquiry and our recommendation for ‘on the spot’ fines 
in Victoria has finally being actioned. 
The Nationals have constantly demanded the Andrews Government 
bring forward legislation to better protect Victorian farmers.  While it’s 
still to be debated, we will pressure Labor to fast track its passage.   
Thank you to all who contributed, in particular, John and Penny  
Gommans for having the courage to stand up and push back. 
This vital legislation should have been completed years ago without 
constant government stalling and impediments.  
The Nationals continue to champion the rights of law abiding farmers 
and hold the government to account on the recommendations from the 
inquiry.  

 A message from Melina
Warmest good wishes to all my Gippsland constituents. 
It is with pleasure I provide you an update on some of the issues I have been working on 
and community programs I have been supporting. 
As the year draws to a close, I hope good will and kindness abounds you at  
Christmas time and the coming year enables us to recover and rebuild our lives and our  
communities. 
Wishing you and your loved ones good health and a happy and safe 2022.

THE NATIONALS Member for Eastern Victoria Region
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  Farm Trespass Laws Update 

  Floods and Storms
The La Nina weather pattern influencing Gippsland weather has seen many rivers and dams receiving an abundance 
of rain. 
Many Latrobe Valley, Wellington Shire, South Gippsland and East Gippsland communities have spent the second half 
of 2021 cleaning up after severe storms and flood damage. Traralgon residents were devastated by major flooding.
Emergency Management Victoria (EMV) failed to adequately warn residents who had no opportunity to prepare or  
protect assets during the June storms.  
Post event, my staff and I spent many hours supporting flood and storm victims and linking them into needed support. 
I’ve called for a full inquiry into why EMV failed our community, including speaking with local subject matter  
experts.  The Andrews Government has instigated a review of the emergency response, but to date has failed to  
include the community in the process.  



The Andrews Government’s decision to centralise the 
cleaning of emergency services uniforms has left local dry 
cleaners high and dry.  

Making a mockery of Labor’s ‘Local Jobs First’ policy, all 
of Gippsland’s dry cleaners lost their long-held contracts 
without any communication or acknowledgment of their 
service. 

On behalf of local business owners, like Jo Bourke from  
Warragul Dry Cleaners, I raised their plight in Parliament 
and called on the Andrews Government to overturn this 
appalling decision. 

Our local small businesses regularly donate their services 
and hard-earned cash to community and volunteer  
organisations. 

On the Andrews Government’s own admission, where 
once 55 family owned dry cleaners performed services for 
Ambulance Victoria – now only one or two contacts  
located outside the eastern Victoria region remain. 

As the largest employers in our regions, The Nationals will 
continue to stand up for small businesses.

  Fighting for small business

  Labor’s Used Lead Acid Battery Project Failure
Throughout 2021 I continued working with local community members who are opposed to the Chunxing Corporation’s 
Used Lead Acid Battery (ULAB) project in Hazelwood North.

Shockingly, the Andrews Government allowed the Chinese based company to self-assess its environmental impacts.  

Despite significant community opposition and Latrobe City Council denying a planning permit for the factory, Labor’s 
Planning Minister, Richard Wynne abandoned due process and called in the project.

The move left Hazelwood North residents devastated and angry. In response, I presented a grassroots petition to  
Parliament and successfully proposed an inquiry recommendation calling for an Environmental Effects Statement to be 
conducted on the project.  

It’s imperative that a thorough analysis of the potential environmental and public health impacts of the ULAB factory be 
implemented. 

The Nationals listened to the community concerns and advocated for a fair and just outcome.  

Given the proximity of the industrial development to residents, the Hazelwood North community is the most important 
stakeholder in the ULAB project.  

I look forward to keeping the pressure on Labor to do the right thing and alleviate community concerns.
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A very special graduation ceremony
Tahj Voss is a local teenager living with disabilities, 
ready to begin the next chapter of his life. He is a bright 
young man who attended the local disability school for 
the past 12 years.

Tahj made the decision (with parents Nik and Paul) to 
finish secondary education and progress to an adult 
disability support service.  He dreams of getting a job in 
a supermarket or at a vet clinic working with animals.

An arbitrary and cruel school rule banned him from  
graduating, leaving him highly distressed and without 
closure.

Acknowledging the challenges people with disabilities 
face daily, I believe our education system should  
support young people with disabilities to achieve their 
goals in a positive, inclusive and individualised  
environment. 

It’s important to make young people feel successful 
instead of putting up unnecessary barriers. 

In Parliament, I called on the Minister for Education to 
review why the education system is placing roadblocks 
for people with disabilities and I referred the matter to 
the Victorian Equal Opportunities and Human Rights 
Commission. Tahj’s parents are seeking an  
investigation.

To create the outcome the family deserved, I hosted an 
alternate ceremony at my office for Tahj and his good 
friend Stan.  The event was attended by family, support 
staff and Gunai Kurnai elder Uncle Lloyd Hood who 
delivered the ‘Welcome to Country’.

Together we celebrated Tahj and Stan’s graduation and 
journey to independence.  
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   The Decline in Victorian Ecosystems Minority Report
A two year parliamentary inquiry final report investigating 
Victoria’s ecosystems and the threats to vulnerable species 
was tabled in state parliament.
As The Nationals MP on this inquiry, I made it my mission to 
include sensible and balanced voices of rural and regional 
Victorians and have representation from genuine scientists. 
The Committee composition was dominated by Labor, the 
Greens and Labor-like Independent MPs and the  
subsequent report favoured political agenda, rather than 
real science.  
As the Shadow Assistant Minister for Public Land Use and 
a passionate bush user, I could not let this go unaddressed, 
and on behalf of The Nationals and Liberals I prepared a  
Minority Report.
The Minority Report highlighted much of ecosystem decline 
is “at the Government’s own hand” - a direct result of poor 
policy, inadequate execution of programs and  
mismanagement of major threats including bushfire,  
invasive weeds and pest animals on public land.
As stewards of the land, the views of our farmers and  
regional communities are crucial in developing a  
comprehensive strategy to protect our ecosystems. 
We can’t afford to ignore these opportunities to strengthen 
bushfire preparedness and collaborate with Traditional  
Owners for the health of our environment and the safety of 
our communities.
To obtain a copy of my Minority Report, please contact my 
office on 51747066.

   The Nationals take home the silverware!
Field & Game recently held their annual ‘Pollie Shoot’ in  
Yering and this year I was excited to be part of The  
Nationals team with Peter Walsh and Danny O’Brien.  
I’m happy to report, due to some stellar performances from 
my team members, The Nationals came away with the  
silverware, beating the Liberals and Labor. 
Many thanks to Field & Game President Danny Ryan, CEO 
Dean O’Hara and the many officials and volunteers for 
sharing their camaraderie and the finer points of clay target 
shooting. 
Field & Game play an active role in wetland conservation 
and regeneration projects.  Heart Morass in Sale is  
testament to their ongoing commitment to environmental 
restoration and improving water fowl numbers across the 
state. It’s a wonderful success story!



  Spreading the joy at Christmas 
Once again, my office was a collection point for donations 
of toys, pyjamas and essential items for local children in 
need for the Gippsland Motorcyclists Toy Run and A Better 
Life Foster Kids.  These two amazing Gippsland  
charities are making a real difference in the lives of  
vulnerable children locally. 

For many years these much loved charities have  
delivered Christmas spirit, hope and love in the form of 
toys, craft activities, books, vouchers and clothes.

The Gippsland Motorcyclists Toy Run has been operating 
for 22 years and is the passion of Yallourn North couple 
Alf and Stella Vella.  

A Better Life for Foster Kids was founded by Sale’s  
Heather Baird, who manages the service along with a 
team of volunteers and a fabulous Committee.   

Through the generosity of Gippslanders, thousands of 
dollars’ worth of gifts were donated.  It was an honour 
to assist these two wonderful local charity groups who 
spread love to children. 

Melina Bath MP    The Nationals Member for Eastern Victoria Region

                        w - www.melinabath.com.au        e - melina.bath@parliament.vic.gov.au        f - www.facebook.com/MelinaBathMLC        t - (03) 5174 7066 

  Covid-19 and pandemic laws 
The Covid-19 pandemic has continued to dominate the 
headlines in 2021 with the introduction of Victoria’s  
controversial pandemic legislation in December.  
As The Nationals Legislative Council representative, I 
fought this atrocious Bill on behalf of all Victorians. 
Serious concerns about the legislation were raised by the  
Victoria Bar Council, the Law Institute of Victoria,  
Liberty Victoria and the Victorian Ombudsman.  
Victorians showed their opposition to this flawed  
legislation in unprecedented numbers.
Though only open for a week, I presented to Parliament a 
petition signed by more than 12,500 people.
Daniel Andrews’ pandemic legislation eventually passed 
after a marathon 24 hour sitting and a  
backroom deal with so called ‘Independent  MPs’. 
The Nationals will continue to fight for transparency and 
accountability. 

  Prevention of family violence 
It was wonderful to support Gippsland Centre against  
Sexual Assault (GCASA) as they promoted ‘Orange the 
World’ and encourage my constituents to eliminate violence 
against women and children.

Each year GCASA runs it’s campaign called ‘16 Ways in 16 
Days’ which is aimed at preventing family violence.

During ‘Orange the World’ week I spoke about the work 
of GCASA in Parliament and the importance of thinking, 
talking and helping to gain an understanding about the  
drivers of violence against women and children in our  
community.

  Leongatha’s unsafe ‘Kamikaze Corner’
Many locals actively avoid navigating Leongatha’s  
notorious intersection called ‘Kamikaze Corner’.
The Nationals Member for Gippsland South, Danny 
O’Brien and I are working in concert to ensure the  
Andrews Government prioritises upgrades to Leongatha’s 
South Gippsland Highway intersection.
Attempts to improve road safety by Regional Roads  
Victoria have failed and the half-finished heavy vehicle 
bypass needs to be fixed and the completion of Stage 2 
made a priority.
If this was a level crossing in Melbourne, this unsafe  
intersection would be long gone.


